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Dear members of the Latvian Green and Farmers' Union faction, 
The Lithuanian Farmers and Greens Union, representing the interests and values of the 
citizens of the Republic of Lithuania, expresses its deep respect for your faction for its 
principled and consistent defense of the natural order, enshrined in the Latvian Constitution, 
as expressed in your decision to vote in favor of denouncing the Council of Europe 
Convention on preventing and combating violence against women and domestic violence 
(CETS No. 210) (hereinafter referred to as the Istanbul Convention). 
Both the Lithuanian and Latvian Constitutions enshrine a gender model based on biological 
differences between the sexes and the complementarity of men and women, which is the 
foundation of the natural family. Meanwhile, the Istanbul Convention, which Lithuania has 
initialled and Latvia has ratified, introduces a different understanding of the concept of 
gender based on the assumptions of social constructivism, according to which gender is 
variable and chosen.  
It should be noted that this understanding of gender does not correspond to the 
understanding of gender established in international law. There is a clear consensus in 
international law on the definition of the term "gender," which was enshrined in the 1998 
Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court. In it, "gender" is understood as male and 
female, in accordance with the biological definition that has been the fundamental principle 
of law and social organization for centuries. The Istanbul Convention defines "gender" as 
socially constructed roles, behaviors, activities, and characteristics that a given society 
attributes to women or men. there is no consensus in international law, as evidenced by the 
declarations of the countries that have ratified the Convention, which do not recognize the 
concept of gender enshrined in it, as well as the Czech Republic's refusal to ratify the 
Convention and Turkey's withdrawal from it.  
The protection of women against violence can be ensured through national legislation, which 
allows countries to decide independently on the most appropriate measures in their national 
context, implementing Directive (EU) 2024/1385 of the European Parliament and of the 
Council on combating violence against women and domestic violence, which sets out 

 




